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Good morning, and welcome to the DICJ-IADI International Conference.  I would like to begin by 

thanking Governor Katsunori Mikuniya, Mr. Hiroyuki Obata, and The Deposit Insurance 

Corporation of Japan for hosting our meetings this week and for organizing this conference.  I 

would also like to thank David Walker and the IADI team for their ongoing support in achieving 

the strategic objectives of IADI.  Finally, I would like to thank all of you for being here and for 

your dedication and commitment to the advancement of our mutual objectives.  Your 

engagement at this conference and at the meetings held earlier this week is fundamental to the 

development and implementation of reliable deposit insurance systems in your respective 

nations, and I am pleased to see such enthusiasm for this important component to maintaining 

public confidence and stability in financial markets around the world. 

We’re making great progress, and I would like to briefly highlight a number of accomplishments 

since the IADI Annual Conference in Korea last October.   You will recall that we established the 

four IADI Council Committees at that meeting and appointed the chairpersons for each of those 

committees.  We have also completed the staffing of those committees through multiple 

expressions of interest, and I would like to thank all of you who are serving in these important 

roles.  The Council Committees and their Technical Committees have been meeting over the 

past few days, and I am excited by the progress that has been made in their respective areas.  
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Putting this committee structure in place furthers our progress towards meeting IADI’s strategic 

objectives and ensuring that we are able to adapt to our continually changing environment. 

I’d like to take a moment to recognize a number of you who have been involved in planning 

several upcoming regional Technical Assistance workshops.  These workshops are an important 

component of IADI’s strategic vision.  In addition to providing a forum for expert speakers and 

case studies, the workshops are structured to identify gaps and develop action plans in order to 

further the evolution of deposit insurance within the region.  I sincerely hope that you will take 

advantage of these opportunities to focus in depth on issues specific to your region and 

develop plans for the future.  

As we look ahead, we continue to make progress in advancing the development of high-quality 

deposit insurance research and policy analysis. In addition to the appointment of Ms. Kumudini 

Hajra as IADI’s Senior Policy and Research Advisor less than a year ago, we are in the final 

stages of appointing the new IADI Senior Research Analyst and Administrator.   

I am also pleased to note that the Core Principles and Research Council Committee is 

developing a new IADI Research Strategic Plan. In addition, I am excited about the progress the 

IADI Secretariat is making in planning the biannual IADI research conference, which will be held 

on 1-2 June 2017 in Basel Switzerland.  For example, they have already secured a number of 

outstanding research and keynote speakers. And the Secretariat’s Call for Papers has resulted in 

high quality research papers related to the conference theme of “Designing an Optimal Deposit 

Insurance System in the Wake of Financial Crisis – Theory and Practice”. The conference will 

bring together both researchers and practitioners to discuss these important issues.    
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Today, our conference theme is “The Changing Environment and Deposit Insurers.”  How 

appropriate!  Whether you represent a seasoned deposit insurance system with many years’ 

experience, or you are here from a nation that hopes to implement deposit insurance in the 

future, you, like me, are facing rapidly changing and always evolving banking systems, financial 

markets, business environments and technological developments.  I am sure that the panels of 

experts assembled here today will provide valuable insight on their experiences and better 

prepare us to meet our own challenges, and I look forward to their presentations. 

In closing, I would like to again thank you all for being here, and I look forward to an engaging 

and productive conference today.  Thank you. 

 

*     *     *     *     * 


